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 Social Media Glossary
Username: Your identity on your social media account. You can use your name, or a word/phrase. This usually has to be unique.  It is usually used to login to the social media site. 

Password: A series of letters, numbers, and/or special characters that allows you to access your account. Try to vary these, and make sure to keep them secret. 

Terms of Service: A legal document that explains what you can do on the social media network & how that network uses your content. Worth reading to understand how your info is being used. 

Profile: This is all the information about you that your followers or friends can see. Most social networks will ask for this, however, it is up to you how accurate you would like to make it. 

Friends: People you share your information with. You can send Friend requests to other members or receive requests from other members which you can accept, decline or ignore. 
Following/Followers: To “follow” someone means to view their information on your page. On some social networks they will also be your friends/followers but on most networks, following does not have to be mutual.

Avatar/Profile Picture: This is an image that represents you. Depending on the nature of the social network, you may want to use a real photo of you, or just something interesting or fun. 

Selfie: A slang term meaning to take a photo of yourself and post it on social media. 

Share/Reblog/Retweet: All of these terms mean to share another user’s post with your own followers. It is considered common courtesy to use the share, reblog or retweet function, rather than to copy and paste – this way, your followers can tell who originally posted the content. 

Like/Favourite: Many social networks allow you to show that you like another user’s post without reblogging or retweeting it – Facebook has the “like” button, Tumblr has the heart icon, Twitter has the star for “Favourite”. Users will be notified that you have “liked” their post.  

Comment: All social networks allow you to comment on people’s activity. Sometimes, you must be “friends” with them, otherwise you can comment on any other user if you have an account. 

Tag/Hashtag: Many social networks allow users to “tag” their posts. This associates the post with a keyword, so other users will find your post when searching for that keyword. 

App: 1) Refers to a smaller program (“add-on”) attached to a social media service.

Always make sure you understand the purpose of an app or add-on before you install it.
2) A version of the social media you use on a mobile device. 
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