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SCL Digital Downloads

Help for Freading
Compatible Formats: EPUB, PDF

[image: image12.png]Freading is a service the library subscribes to which gives our patrons access to e-books. In order to access Freading, you will need Internet access and either a computer or a compatible mobile device. Your computer or mobile device also needs to be authorized with an Adobe ID. If you have used library e-books before, you have probably set this up already. For more information, see the SCL website: Adobe IDs and Adobe DRM.

You will also need a library card number and PIN (which is normally set to the last 4 digits of your phone number).

What Can I Borrow?
E-books are never overdue, and there are never any fines for e-books.
	Type/number of books
	Over 10,000 e-books
Includes fiction, non-fiction, children’s and teen titles
Quite a bit of variety

	File formats
	EPUB and PDF

	E-books are checked out for
	2 weeks

	Maximum # of e-books at a time
	Based on tokens – see below

	Renewals?
	Yes—you can renew titles, even those you originally checked out some time ago. Most renewals are free; renewing very new or popular books may cost extra tokens

	Always available?
	Yes – Freading books can be checked out by infinite people at a time, so there are no holds and no waiting.



Get Started
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To get started, go to SCL’s Digital Downloads site at http://www.sclibrary.ab.ca/download.htm, and then click on Freading. The first time you visit the site, you will see the End User License Agreement (left) which you have to agree to in order to access the collection.
[image: image14.jpg]You need to accept the terms and conditions to browse the site.

END USER LICENSE AGREEMENT g*\"
Freading™ Ebooks
Section 1: Access

Subject to the terms and conditions of this End User Agreement (the “Agreement)
which may be updated from time to time, Library ldeas, LLC (the “Service Provider”)
grants you (the “User”) a personal, limited, non-exclusive, non-transferable license, to
electronically access and download ebooks from the Freading™ Ebook Service (the
“Service") for a limited time and subject to the terms of this Agreement.

Section 2: General Understanding




Next you will see the “EZ 1-2-3 for the best Freading eBook service experience” popup (seen at left). This window gives some basic information about Freading. Click “Continue on to Freading” in the top left to get rid of it. If you never want to see this help screen again, you can select “Always skip this page.”
Search and Browse

To search in Freading, use the Search box in the top right-hand corner under your account information.
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	Enter an author or title to get started, and choose the appropriate type of search from the pulldown menu. For example, type in “1000 Places to See Before You Die” and leave the “Book Title” setting; or enter an author’s name, such as “Rose Lerner,” and then change the pulldown menu to “Author.” Then click the “Search” button (
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Search for a Keyword
You can also use a keyword, or just part of a title, in the “Book Title” search. For example, searching for “Paradise” will find a number of books with that word in the title, including F Scott Fitzgerald’s This Side of Paradise and the Dilbert comic book Another Day In Cubicle Paradise.

Limit your Results
Below the main search bar are options to limit your results to only EPUB or only PDF files. This is useful if you have a mobile device that can only read one of those file formats. (To find out what kind of files you can use with your device, you may have to consult your manual or the help information on the website for your device.)

You can also change the language of the site to Spanish by clicking on the down arrow next to the word English and then choosing “Espanol.”
Browse
You can also Browse in Freading by selecting “Top Downloads,” “New Arrivals” or “Categories” from the dark grey bar across the top of the page.
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b. Computer users & eRreader users: launch application before
downloading eBooks

1 Make sure you have an account with Adobe Digital Editions (a

when downloading eBooks
a. Opening will automatically save ebook in your Adobe library.

b. To transfer the file, plug in your eReader. The eReader will
show up in your Adobe software, then you drag the
downloaded eBook onto the name of the eReader.

2 Computer & eReader users “open” rather than "save" the file

Apple App users will use your device's Safari browser to
download the eBook into the app, rather than from within the app.
Android App users can download from with the app

a. App available in the App Store/Market or your library's
Freading site

b. You will be prompted for your established Adobe Credentials
from #1 above.

Commonly available compatible devices:

Direct Download E-reader via Transfer
Apple iPhone/iPad + Nook Devices
Android Phones/Tablets + Sony Reader
PC/Mac Computers. « Kobo Reader

indle Fire (with a few extra
steps)
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“Top Downloads” are the most popular books downloaded by SCL patrons recently. “New Arrivals” may be newly published books, or they may be books from a new publisher who has just joined Freading. The New Arrivals are updated daily or even more often.

Find what you like to read
The best way to access fiction categories is to click on “Categories” in the main navigation bar, then choose “Fiction” from the pulldown menu. Scroll to the bottom of the screen and you will see Subcategories:
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Some of these subcategories are broken down even further. For example, if you choose Fantasy as your main category, you will see more options like epic fantasy, paranormal fantasy, and short stories.
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What are Tokens?
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Tokens are the virtual currency Freading uses to exchange for e-book downloads. Everyone gets 6 tokens per week to spend on e-books. Books have a cost of 1, 2 or 4 tokens, and the cost for each book appears in the top left corner of the book’s cover.


Additional tokens appear in your account on Sunday night. They roll over for four weeks. At the end of the fourth week, unused tokens disappear. 
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	When you log in to Freading with your library card number, your used and unused tokens will appear in the top right-hand corner (as shown at left). The number on the left (“0” in this example) is the number of tokens you have already used.
"Tokens 0/8" means you have 8 tokens to spend. You could get 8 1-token books, 2 4-token books, or some other combination.


Once you have checked out a book and downloaded it, it appears in “My Downloads”. You can renew expired books in your “My Downloads” at any time (even long after the initial check-out), and most renewals are free.
Wishlist
Next to your Token information and your downloads is your “Wishlist.” In the event that the library runs out of downloads for the week (which can happen if it is a very busy week), you can add titles to your wishlist to reserve them for the following week. 
How to Download

When you find a book you are interested in, click the cover of the book to go to the details page for it. You will see more information about the book including a description.
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	If you want to check the book out, click the “Download EPUB” or “Download PDF” link below the cover.

On Mac computers, you may have to find the file you just downloaded and open it.
On PC computers, your computer will prompt you whether to “Open” or “Save” the file. Select “Open.” The e-book will open using Adobe Digital Editions. If you need more information about how to install and use Adobe Digital Editions, see our handout Help for Adobe Digital Editions.

On mobile devices, the process of downloading a book may vary. See the appropriate help handout for your device.


Renewing Titles

Freading allows you to renew titles that are expired and redownload books that are still active on your account. 
1. Open your browser and navigate to Freading. Go to My Downloads in the top right (next to your tokens).

2. In the list of your current and recent checkouts, the right hand column will state the status of each title. 
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3. To renew an older “Expired” title, click the title of the book and then click Download below the cover. Most titles are free to renew, depending on the original cost. 

If you have any questions, please feel free to contact us:
Phone: 780.410-8601 | Email: info@sclibrary.ab.ca | or stop by one of our Information Desks
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