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Open Educational Resources

“Open Educational Resources are teaching, 

learning or research materials that are in the 

public domain or released with an intellectual 

property license that allows for free use, 

adaptation, and distribution”

-UNESCO



Advantages of OERs

• Cost savings for students / institutions

• Diverse subject coverage

• Sharing



Education in Afghanistan

• Huge increase in students since 2001

• Teacher training 

can’t keep pace 

• Lack of appropriate 

curricular materials

• Lack of funding



Problems with OERs

• Lack of curricular material appropriate for 

school teachers

• Most content is in English

• Lack of culturally appropriate content











Content

• 16 subject areas, 3 languages

• Diverse resource types (but mostly PDF 

formatting)

• Initial set of resources were drawn from 

existing English collections

• Now adding native Dari/Pashto works, 

original (crowdsourced) materials



Billions of people around the globe continue to be 

disenfranchised because they lack access to information in their 

language," said Hans Fenstermacher, Chairman of The Rosetta 

Foundation’s Executive Committee. "Our volunteers are helping 

close that gap every day. Through their work in this partnership, 

more schoolchildren in Afghanistan will be able to learn and 

become full-fledged members of society”



“The DD Library is a rich resource for the people of Afghanistan and the 

Afghan Women’s Writing Project is pleased to share the poems, essays 

and real life stories of Afghan women and girls through this forum. It will 

mean that Afghan people access diverse stories that reflect the real 

lives of women in this country, written by Afghan women in their voices”



Challenges

• Copyright

• Outreach / Dissemination

• Assessment



Copyright



Free is not Open

1033 English-language resources 

124 were free

36 items could be shared but not translated. 

126 items had an unknown or unclear copyright/licensing status. 

747 resources were not free to share.

Licensing status of English resources

status unclear not translatable free not free



Would you be willing to allow us to publish [X]

under a Creative Commons Attribution (CC BY) license?

909 resources

Contact info for 834 (some publishers had multiple resources)

As of end of March:

-permission granted for 91 (including some non-CC)

-permission denied / fee requested for 155

-other result for 12

-no response on ~550



Outreach & Dissemination

• Parwan Teaching Training College

• Partnerships: iLabs, CodeKids, others

• @AfghanOERs



Assessment

Evaluation: access metrics, sharing metrics, subject and pedagogical knowledge

Longer term: what is the impact of OERs in the developing world? 

What is the best way to share knowledge?



Questions?


